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SHEEP-FARMING IN THE HIGHLANDS, NOT 
INCOMPATIBLE WITH POPULATION. 


Written in the year 1785. 


A difpute is at prefent carried on in this country, with 
Some warmth, between too fets of men, equally dif- 
tinguifhed for their patriotic difpofitions ; the one 
party recommending the introduétion of fbeep into 
the Highlands of Scotland, while the other reprobates 
that meafure as the greateft evil that can befal their 
country. An attempt to foow that fbeep-farming 
needs not neceffarily produce the depopulation dread- 
ed, but that, under proper management, it may befriend 
it, ought to be received with indulgence. This will 
be found in the following effay. The effay was not 
written at prefent ; it was compofed feven years ago, 
at the defire of the agents of a noble proprietor, @ 
lady of great fortune in the Highlands, who defired 
to have the writer’s opinion of the moft effectual 
mode of augmenting the profperity of that eftate. 
It is now given entire, as it perfeétly applies to the 
prefent circumftances of the country. Some farther 
particulars of great importance, that require to be 
Vol, VI. Cec 
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particularly adverted to, refpetting the Highlands, 
will be taken notice of ina Jubfequent paper. 


Dr ANDERSON, with great pleafure, proceeds to 
give a general outline of the meafures that he thinks 
promife moft effeCtually to promote the improvement 
of Lady S------d’s eftate. 

In the firft place, he deems it altogether impoffible, 
either by premiums, or compulfive ftipulations, to in- 
troduce any eflential improvements in agriculture, 
where the people, in general, depend upon the produce of 
their own fields for fubjiftence. Nothing but a ready 
and certain market, for all the productions of a farm, 
can ever induce any man of common fenfe to beftow 
vigorous exertions in agriculture. But in a country, 
where the whole of the people are cultivators of the 
foil, no market for any of its produce can ever be 
found. Each perfon, therefore, finding that he can fell 
none of that produce, can as little afford to purchafe 
any thing elfe. In that ftate of fociety, therefore, a 
general poverty of the people muft prevail; and a 
liftlefs indolence be very general among them. 

In acorn country, where people were in thefe cir- 
cumftances, the firft ftep to encourage agriculture 
would be, to take away a great proportion of the peo- 
ple from praétifing the bufinefs of agriculture, and 
to make them follow fome other employment, that 
would enable them to earn money fufficient to pay for 
their fubfiftence. In that cafe, thefe very people 
would become cuftomers tothe farmer. He would 
be enabled by that meansto adopt fuch modes of culti- 
vation, as hefound were calculated to produce large 
crops at a fmallexpence. In this manner a very few 
men, employed in cultivating the foil, could furnith 
food to a great number of perfons. The fields would 
thus be made to yield much greater crops, though oc- 
cupied by a few hands; only the proportion of {pare 
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produce would thus be augmented, and the rent that 
could be afforded for it, be increafed ; it would alfo be. 
come more and more produétive, as the number of 
perfons employed in other occupations increafed. 

Hence it follows, that in thefe circumftances, with a 
view to encourage agriculture, the great obje& to be 
aimed at, will be to find other means of employment 
for a great proportion of the people, fo as to with- 
draw their attention wholly from that butinefs, and 
to give thofe who ftill continued to follow it, an op- 
portunity of doing it with energy and {pirit. 

The great difficulty is, to find out other employ- 
ments that are fuited to the fituation and circum- 
ftances of the people, and to induce them, gradually, to 
abandon thofe habits and modes of thinking, to which 
they have been long accuftomed, and to adopt others 
in their ftead, without any of thofe violent ftruggles, 
that are always fo produéctive of diftrefs to number- 
lefs individuals who experience it. 

To find out employment for the people on thofe 
cuafts, is not a matter of great difficulty; but to mi- 
tigate the inconveniencies that always refult from any 
kind of great change, in the fituation and circum- 
ftances of a people, requires great caution, fteadinefs, 
and attention. Small errors, may in this cafe, be at- 
tended by the moft fatal confequences; inattention 
to circumftances, feemingly of a trifling nature, may 
involve whole families in ruin, while, at the fame time, 
a {mall deviation from a well digefted plan may ren- 
der the whole undertaking abortive. It is neceflary, 
therefore, that when a change of this kind is to be 
attempted, fuch meafures fhould be previoufly adopt- 
ed, as that in cafe of any unforefeen difficulty arifing, 
that evil may be quickly perceived, and effectually re~ 
dreffed, before it has had time to produce the baneful 
effects it naturally would have engendered, 
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The ffrery upon the weft coalt; if put under proper 
regulations, might, alone, furnifh abundant employ- 
metit to a much greater number of perfons, than all 
that could be fpared fom Lady S--------- d’s eftate; 
but the natives of thofe diftriéts, are, in general, fo 
little acquainted with the benefits of the fifhery, or 
the mode of carrying it on, that it will be fome time 
before they can be induced to engage fo heartily in 
that bufinefs, as to afford all the relief it is naturally 
eapable of. To induce them to engage in it, they muft 
be gradually allured to it, by the profpe@ of much 
greater gain than they can obain in any other way ; 
nor is there any method, fo effe€tual to overcome the 
fears of thofe who feel they have not power to fup- 
port themfe!lves, in cafe of the fihalieft failure, as a 
fteady and humane fyftem of adminiftration, which 
fhall prove by fads, and not by words, that no ad- 
vantage will, in any cafe, be taken of their weaknefs ; 
but that the unfortunate may at all times with cer- 
tainty rely on finding ptote@tion and fupport in every 
calamitous difafter. 

The firft and the moft effential protection thefe 
poor people require, is a certainty that they cannot, at 
the pleafure of any perfon whatever, be made to aban- 
don the houfe that their own labour has reared, ot 
the {mall fpot of ground which their own hands have 
cultivated, for the little accommodation of their fami- 
ly. This proteétion Lady §-------d can effectually 
give, by granting to thofe who fhall fettle, in fucha 
place as experience fhall poirt out as the moft proper 
for a fifhing town, what is called in Scotland, fens ; 
that is, a right to hold in perpetuity, under a modes 
rate referved quiet rent, under proper limitations fuffi- 
cient, merely, to afford room for a houfe and {mall 
garden to each fainily, and no more. 

This fecurity granted, it will next be neceflary to 
fee that they be put into fuch a fituation, as, by their 
own induftry, they may be enabled to make a provi~ 
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fion for the fubfiftence of theit families: Ifthey are 
to follow the filhery, they mutt, in the firft place, be pro« 
vided with a buat, and the apparatus for fifliing, othet- 
wife they cannot be benefited by it. And if they 
have not ftock to purchafe thefe nectflary articles, 
care muft be taken that they thall obtain them by the 
aid of others. 

Without parliamentary aid, on which I never with 
much reliance to be placed, two miodes of doitig this 
occur. One is, to try to get fome perfons, who have 
a little money, to fettle among thofe fifhers, who, by 
becoming proprietors of boats, &c. may lend them 
out to the fifhets, upon receiving ftom them a cer- 
tain proportion of the fifi caught, in return for the 
fe of the boat, as has béen long practifed in the her- 
ring fifhery in Loch Fine. The other is, for the 
proprietor to furnifh the boat, allowing the fifher- 
iiien to pay up the pricé of the boat furnifhed, with 
itereft thereon, by gtadual and fmall inftallmetits, as 
the profits may be fuppofed eafily to enable thet to 
do. In a place that has been eftablifhed for fome 
time, ahd where there ate tiahy tien who follow the 
fame bufinefs, the firft method would be by much the 
beft; but in the infancy of an eftablifiment, where 
coinpetitors cannot be eftablifhed to tinder-bid cach o- 
ther, with a view to check that tendeticy to extorti- 
on, witich in fiich circumftances muft always be ex- 
pected, I fhould thifik the laf would prove the moft 
beneficial; and therefore fhall here explain it more 
particularly. 

Let us for the fake of illuftration; fuppofeé, that a 
boat for fix perforis fhould coft L. 5, and that the per 
fons who received it, fhould obtain it, on the condi- 
tion of répaying that futh by regular inftallments, in 
the courfe of five years at fartheft. At the end of the 
firft year fuppofe L.i of the principal wére paid up, 
together with the intereft for one yeat; which is five 
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fhillings ; the fum to be paid at the end of firft year 











year would be - - L.r 5 
At the end of the fecond year, intereft of 
balance 4s. and the principal, - - I 4 
At the end of the third year, intereft 3s. 
and principal, “ % - I 3 
At the end of the fourth m intereft 2 s. 
principal, - r 2 
And at the end of the fifth year, intereft 1 s. 
principal, - - - 8.2 











Total L. 5 15 
Thus, in five years, would be paid up the whole of 
the principal and intereft ; the boat would remain the 
property of the fithers; and the proprietor, without 
Jofing one farthing, would have done a benevolent, 
as well as a moft prudent aétion. 

Let it alfo be ftipulated, that thefe perfons, if thoy 
fhall find it convenient, may, at every term of pay- 
ment, clear off as much more than the fums above 
fpecified as they pleafe, if they fhall find their cir- 
cumftances will admit of it. Thus, if at the firft 
term, inftead of paying L.1, 5s. they fhail find it 
convenient to pay L. 1, 15s. the balance, bearing 
intereft, would be L. 3, ros. (intereft 3s. 6d. ); and if 
next year they paid, L.1, 13s. 6d. the balance 
would be reduced to L.2, bearing intereft, 2s. ; fo 
that, if they found it convenient next year, to pay 
L. 2, 2s. the debt would be totally annihilated. 

In the fame manner, on the fame terms might be 
furnifhed nets and lines at the beginning, to fuch as 
could not afford to purchafe them; which would be 
an infinite eafe to the people, and could be no incon- 
venience to the proprietor at the beginning, and in 
the end would be a moft material benefit. But that 
H the people might be encouraged to fpin the yarn, 
and manufa¢ture the nets themfelves, it would be prow 
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per to be rather fparing in the article of manufaétu- 
red goods, and more liberal as to hemp to be maau- 
factured by themfelves. 

It is hard to fay, what the amount of the benefit 
would be, which might be derived from a very {mal 
fum of money thus applied. 

But this is not the only care neceffary on the pre- 
fent occafion: The new fettlers. muft not only have 
the means of earning bread put into their power, but 
they muft alfo have that bread put within their reach 
to obtain it, when wanted. ‘Fwo articles of pro- 
vifions only are wanted; oat meal and milk; with- 
out which they could not eafily fubfift. With re- 
gard to the firft and the laft, at the beginning, till mer- 
chants are there fettled, the proprietor fhould take 
care that there can be no want: That is, that a fuf 
ficiency can there always be had, to anfwer the calls 
of the people. A fmall ftore of thefe articles, there- 
fore, fhould be made. But that it might not deter 
dealers in grain, on the one hand, from provi- 
ding this article, it fhould, on no account, be fold az 
a lower price, than it could be afforded for by a tra- 
der, fo as to yield a living profit; and, on the other 
hand, to moderate the price of the monopolift, it thould 
be fold at no higher price, than to afford that reafon- 
able living profit. As the town increafed, and deal- 
ers in this article multiplied, the fupervifing care of 
the proprietor would then become unieceflary, and 
his ftore might then be given up. 

With regard to the article milk, the proprietor 
fhould take care to find out a refpeétable perfon of in- 
duftrious habits and frugal manners, to fettle as a far- 
mer in that neighbourhood.- The rent of the farm 
fhould in this cafe be no object; but the farmer fhould 
become bound, under penalty of a forfeiture of his 
leafe, ‘this is a fingular exception toa general rule, ] to 
furnifatoeach family inthe village, if they chofe to re- 
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ceive it, a Scotch pint, [two quarts Englith, ] of unfkim- 
med {weet milk, each day, from the firft of May, to the 
firft of November, at the ftipulated price of one penny, 
and from the firft of November to the firft of May one 
chopin, [one quart Englith, | each day, atthe fame price 
of one penny ; leaving it always in the option of the 
fettlers, either to receive that milk or not, as they foynd 
it convenient, upon giving notice of their intention, if 
they were not to take it, on the firft of April, or on the 
firft of O&ober, or earlier, each year. 

In confequence of this regulation, the fettlers would 
always be certain of finding milk at a moderate price, 
without being fubjected to the neceflity of keeping 
cews themfelyes, and by confequence, without having 
any concerns with agriculture. The farmer finding 
a great demand for milk, at a much higher price thay 
ufuel there, would be enabled to provide good food 
for his cows at all feafons; the profit he would make, 
would foon ftimulate others to become his rivals; they 
would take land with this view, and offer their milk 
at a lower price to the inhabitants: A competition 
would thus be eftablifhed, which would, on the one 
hand, reduce the price of milk to the inhabitaats ag 
low as it could be; and, on the other hand, would raife 
the price of land as high as it ought to be. After this 
period, all would go on in its natural courfe, for the 
benefit of all parties, without any care whatever, 

[ To be conclyded in our next.] 


Hints refpefting the Yo of Geography. 


Amonc the many fchemes that occurred to me for 
the advancement of literature, and the improvement 
of mankind, during a retreat in the country for 
twenty years, few of them feemed more to merit the 
public attention, than a plan for facilitating the ftudy 
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of hiftory, and for rendering it more interefting to 
youth, than it has hitherto been. This plan was fub- 
mitted to the infpection of the late Dr Samuel Johnfon 
among others, who highly approved of it; but it 
would take up too much room in this mifcellany, to 
develope it fully. In general, it confifted of certain 
devices for rendering the ftudy of geography more 
plain and attractive; and for connecting that and 
chronology with hiftory, in fo clear a manner, as 
could not fail to make fuch an impreffion on the mind 
as no time could efface. To give an idea how this 
might be done, without demonftration, viva voce, and 
the neceflary apparatus, would be difficult; though 
with this aid, nothing could be more fimple or eafy. 

As to the geographical part, confidered by itfelf, it 
will not be quite fo difficult to convey fome notion of 
the manner in which it was propofed to be taught. 

Geography confifts of two parts; one philofophical, 
in which the underftanding and the judgement require 
to be exerted ; the other might, perhaps, be called in 
fome fort mechanical, in which the memory is chiefly 
concerned. It appeared to me that the ftudy had been 
rendered lefs interefting, chiefly, becaufe the firft branch 
of this fcience had been, in a great meafure, overlook- 
ed in teaching it; by which means it became particu- 
larly unpleafing to youths of the moft vigorous un- 
derftanding ; and to others, the ftudy of it was ren- 
dered greatly more difficult than it might have 
been ; becaufe the memory had much more to per- 
form than would have been required, had the judge- 
ment been called in to its aid. The improvement in 
teaching it, therefore, was to exercife the judge- 
ment more, and to burden the memory lefs than for- 
merly. 

Perhaps the greateft miftake that can happen in 
the teaching of youth, is to overlook the ideas that a- 
rife in their mind, when an attempt is made to explain 

Vol. VI, 
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things that are not obvious. The human mind exerts 
its powers in a very different manner in youth and 
in manhood. During the firft period, material objeéts 
make a ftrong impreffion ; but the moft difficult tafk 
that can be impofed on youth, is mental abftraction. 
As man advances in life, he flowly acquires that facul- 
ty; and after he has attained it, he finds it fo much faci- 
litates the bufinefs of acquiring new ideas, that he wil- 
lingly has recourfe to it when teaching others, without 
adverting whether they can go aleng with him or not. 
I cannot conceive any thing more prepofterous, than to 
attempt to convey an idea to a child, of the caufes of 
thofe curious phenomena that occur upon the globe, in 
refpect to feafons, climates, &#c. by the help ofa mount- 
ed globe. Few men, indeed, who have not been a'gvod deal 
accuftomed to the exercife of abftraétion, can carry 
their notions of it fo far, as perfeé#/y to underftand all 
the parts of a mounted globe; and as to a child, I think 
it next to impoffible, to make him at once comprehend, 
that a number of folid brafs circles, croffing each other 
in various directions, very near the globe, reprefent cer- 
tain ideal objects at an immenfe diftance in the heavens, 
I call them ideal obje@ts, becaufe I find no other term 
for exprefling this kind of abftraét notion; they are, in 
faé&, no objeéts at all; but merely imaginary things, to 
which we have given names, for the purpofe of illu- 
{trating certain fats and phenomena, that take place 
on the furface of the earth. Every philofophic perfon 
knows, that no fuch lines exift in nature as thofe we 
call the orzzon, the ecliptic, the equator, and fo on. To 
reprefent thefe, therefore, by real lines, to youth, 

whofe minds are are always eager to feize upon pal- 
pable objects, is the moft effectual way that could be 
taken, to bewilder their imagination, and to pre- 
vent their underftanding from ever being able to com- 
prehend that beautiful fyftem of arrangement, from 
which fuch a variety of aftonifhing and beneficent ef- 
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fects refult. Teachers, however, who regard their 
own eafe, rather than the improvement of their pu- 
pils, find this a moft delightful expedient for amu- 
fing the undifcerning parent. A mounted globe is, 
in faét, one of the prettieft baubles that ever was in- 
vented for theamufement of children. They can be eafi- 
ly taught to perform a great variety of monkey tricks 
upon it; and may be able to tell you, like a parrot, 
that this reprefents one thing, and that another. 
Thefe they confider as high acquirements, although 
they have no more ideas annexed to the phrafes they 
ufe, than if they were to repeat as many words in an 
unknown tongue. Thus do the teachers impofe upon 
their pvpils, and their too credulous parents ; and 
make them believe the young fcholars are making 
rapid progrefs in fcience, when they are not only not 
advancing at all, but are even going backwards. 

To give an idea of the caufes of the variations of 
feafons, the different lengths of day, in different cli- 
mates, and all the beautiful viciffitudes that are oc- 
cafioned by the pofition and various revolutions of 
our globe, a fimple unornamented ball, that can be 
eafily placed by the hand in any pofition, with a 
bright lamp to reprefent the light of the fun, will be 
altogether fuflicient. By placing this ball in the true 
pofition the earth actually bears in the folar fyftem, 
and by giving it the neceflary revolutions, all the 
phenomena that aétually take place, will be illuftra- 
ted in the moft fimple and perfpicuous manner, fo 
as to be obvious to the moft ordinary underftanding. 
And then, by making it affume other pofitions, and 
demonftrating, in the fame experimental manner, the 
effects that would have thence refulted, the wifdom 
and beneficence of the fupreme Being, who hath 
placed it in that only pofition, which beft anfwers 

‘all the purpofes of life, will be made manifeft in the 
cleareft manner. When the mind is thus ftrongly 
impreffed, by means of juft perceptions, that impref- 
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fion can never be afterwards effaced; in confequence 
of which, the phyfical nature of the climate, in every 
part of the globe that may be afterwards mentioned, 
will be diftinélly recognifed and fully underftood. 

Thefe general notions being once conveyed, it will 
be proper to proceed, in the fame train, to difcrimi- 
nate other particulars on the furface of this globe. 
That furface, it will now be perceived, in as far as 
regards climate, may naturally be divided into zones. 
The torrid, the temperate, and.the frigid zones; the 
phenomena in each of which will be very different. 
A diftin& account of the phenomena of the torrid 
zone, will afford a picture highly ftriking, and ftrong- 
ly attractive to a youthful mind: A fimilar, view of 
the frigid zones will be not lefs ftriking, and ftrong- 
ly impreflive ; and thefe being once pointed out, the 
reafons ofall the phenomena that we ourfelves perceive 
in the temperate zone, will prefent themfelves fo eafi- 
ly and readily to the mind, as to occafion an exercife 
in the higheft degree delightful. 

Hitherto the earth, we thall fuppofe, has been con- 
fidered as an uniform ball: It will now be proper to 
confider it as it really is, confifting of mountains and 
vallies, of rivers and feas: The hiftory of mountains, 
and the phenomena that thefe occafion, will next engage 
the attention: And then will follow the hiftory of 
vallies, of rivers, of lakes, and of feas, with all their 
various great and interefting appearances. Winds, 
rains, mifts, tornadoes, hurricanes, thunder, will have 
their caufes, phenomena, and effects, examined, as the 
feveral objects, that occafion them, pafs in review be- 
fore us. 

The phenomena that refult from the Form of the 
land and water, and their various indentures upon 
each other, will next fall to be examined. Here, then, 
an exaé delineation of the earth, as it is divided in- 
to land and water, comes to be required; a chart, 
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therefore, or good map, with this delineation upon it, 
unincumbered with names of kingdoms, or other ob- 
jects, fhould now be provided, to be compared with 
a fimilar delineation on a globe. The principal rid- 
es of mountains, the moft confpicuous rivers, and 
a and iflands, will here affume their places, to 
aid in explaining the appearances to which they fe- 
verally give rife. Tides, and currents, trade-winds, 
monfoons, with their alterations, interruptions, and 
defle&tions, will here attra& notice; with a variety 
of other particulars, too tedious to mention. 
Animated nature might then pafs in_review. The 
plants peculiar to certain climates, as varioufly adapt- 
ed to the ufes of the animals who are fitted to inhabit 
thefe regions; the animals, themfelves, whether local 
or univerfal, whether migratory or ftationary, would 
next afford intcrefting obje&s of fpeculation; and 
laftly, the phyfical hiftory of man, perhaps, the moit 
univerfal inhabitant of the globe, with the means he 
has devifed to render all nature fubfervient to his 
wants, would clofe this animated difquifition. It would 
be tedious to proceed farther in this inveftigation: 
Nor will it be neceflary here. From what has been 
faid, an adequate idea may be obtained of the gene- 
ral mode of procedure; and nothing more was intend- 
ed. Here every’ addrefs is made to the judgement. 
The underftanding is informed at every ftep; and 
that perpetual jingle of words to the fame purpofe, 
which convey no diftiné& ideas, that fo inceflantly oc- 
eur in every book of geography, would be entirely 
avoided. To a perfon who had obtained an accurate 
phyfical knowledge of the globe, nothing more is ne- 
ceflary to make him have a diftin@ idea of moft of 
thefe particulars, than to obferve its true pofition on 
the map. 
Hitherto the pupil has been inftruéted in the phyfi- 
cal hiftory of the globe only, without attending to 
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the political arrangements that have divided it into 
feparate allottments, which we call kingdoms, and 
itates; but now, he might proceed to trace thefe as 
they have fucceflively arifen upon it. The changes 
they have undergone, would be exhibited by a fuccef- 
fion of maps, at different periods of hiftory: The ge- 
neral objeéts would thus remain unchanged; but the 
various political arrangements, that had taken place 
upon the globe, would be made manifeft to the un- 
derflanding. Thus would geography and _ hiftory 
mutually fupport and illuftrate each other; and the 
ftudy of both would be rendered more pleafing and 
more profitable, than they ever yet have been. 

Tn a fubfequent number will be given fome account 
of the trade-winds, and other phenomena of tropical 
climates, and polar regions, as a {mall fpecimen of 
the details that might be expetted in this mode of 


teaching geography. 


Peter Pennytess. A FRAGMENT. 
By Yohn Carey of Philadelphia. 


Tue world, faid I, is full of ingratitude! Aye, re- 
plied Peter Pennylefs ; fo the world fays: But I 
maintain it, that one half of the world, when they 
talk of ingratitude, do not underftand the meaning of 
the exprefiion. Impofflible! faidI; fure every fchool- 
boy—Hold, faid Peter: Thefe gray hairs come not 
without experience; and experience has taught me, 
that ingratitude, in the true fenfe of the word, is not 
fo common as you feem to think. Prove me that, 
my friend Peter; and I'll burn Rochefoucault’s 
maxims, and become enamoured with mankind! To 
prove it, replied Peter, would perhaps be difficult ; 
but I'll relate a few fadts; and they are fuch as oc- 
cur every day. 
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I applied to my friend Prefto for a favour.—Prefto 
confidered, for about half a minute,—and then, witha 
look of fympathetic friendthip, declared, that he was 
very forry that"it was not in his power to oblige 
me. I felt a degree of pain, not on my own account, 
but on his. My mortification at the difappointment, 
was entirely fwallowed up by the uneafinefs which 
] felt, for having reduced him to the neceffity of re- 
fufing a friend ; and this fenfation, if it did not in- 
creafe my friendthip for him, at leaft, did not dimi- 
nifh it.—I knew Prefto would have ferved me, had 
it been in his power. 

I next applied to Allegro. ‘ Yes, my friend! I 
am happy to oblige you :’? And my requeft was imme. 
diately granted. For this favour, and it was a tri- 
fling one, but well-timed, I felt a degree of gratitude 
which I can hardly exprefs : I would requite Allegro 
a thoufand-fold. 

On another occafion, I requefted a favour of Penfe- 
rofo; and Penferofo could have immediately gratified 
me, had he been fo inclined. He would not give me 
an immediate anfwer ;—but would think on it. A 
confiderable time elapfed. No anfwer. I applied a 
fecond time, and obtained my requeft. I obferyed, 
however, a cloud upon his brow, which plainly indi- 
cated, that he was far from taking a pleafure jn 
what he did. I am not naturally ungrateful; but, 
on this occafion, I felt very little gratitude. 

To Severus I made known fome difficulties, in 
which I was involved by the late war, and requefted 
his affiftance to extricate me. Severus ftarted at the 
requeft, looked very ferious, and required time to 
deliberate. After an interwal of above a week, I re- 
newed my application;—his countenance now wore 
an appearance of referve and difguft; and, ‘he had 
not as yet determined.’ Again, I waited a confider- 
‘able time for an anfwer; but in vain. J applieda 
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third time. Severus now looked,—but I'll not at- 
tempt to defcribe his look; fuffice it to fay, that a 
very glance of his eye was a dagger to my foul. The 
defired affiftance, however, I did obtain, though with 
fome difficulty ; and attended with fome remarks, ad- 
monitions, and fomething even bordering upon re- 
proof, that hurt my feelings to the laft degree. On 
this occafion, fo far from feeling the fmalleft emotion 
of gratitude, I carried home a fecret difpleafure, and 
even fomething like refentment, againft Severus. 

How will you account for the different fenfations 
which I experienced, on thefe feveral occafions? Was 
I ungrateful in the two laft inftances? Penferofo, Se- 
verus, and others of their ftamp, may perhaps think 
me fo: But I truft, I thall be acquitted of the charge 
by every man of feeling and fenfibility; and to fuch 
only would I appeal: For, as to thofe who are them- 
felves unacquainted with the finer and more delicate 
fenfations of the human breaft, and can therefore make 
no allowance for their operations in others, I would be 
as unwilling to appeal to them, on the fubjeét of fen- 
fibility or gratitude, as to a blind man on the fubje& 
of colours. 

Let us then take a review of thofe different tranfac- 
tions ; and examine what fenfations they might natu- 
rally be expected to produce ia the breaft of any one not 
quite callous to all the finer feelings of human nature. 

By Prefto’s immediate refufal, I was, at once, relies 
ved from the pain and anxiety of fufpence. Even thisI 
confidered as a favour; efpecially as the refufal was ac- 
companied with expreflions of friendthip, the fincerity 
of which I had no reafon to call in queftion: And be- 
fides, my wifh was inftantly gratified, on making ap- 
plication to Allegro; fo that, in fa&, Prefto benefited 
me more effentially, by refufing me on the fpot, than 
he could have done, by granting me the favour after 
a week’s delay; For, in confequence of his fpeedy re~ 
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fufal, I. received the benefit a week fooner, than 
would otherwife have been the cafe. 

Allegro, by ferving me at once, gave me a full op- 
portunity of deriving-every poflible advantage from the 
favour he conferred ; and thus enhanced its value. And 
then, his manner !——he appeared to confider the fa- 
vour as a mere triffle; and to wifh, that I fhould con+ 
fider it inthe fame light. Nay he feemed to think, 
that it was I who conferred the obligation on him, b 
giving him an opportunity of thewing his eon 
Thus he at once fmothered, in their birth, all thofe 
painful and humiliating refle€tions, which naturally 
arife in every feeling bofom, on afking, or receivi 
any favour, or obligation, and left my heart and min 
free and open to the impreffions of joy, friendfhip, 
and gratitude. I felt them in their fulleft force: I 
feel them ftill ; and will ever be proud to acknowledge 
an obligation to Allegro. 

Penferofo, on the other hand, thought, and thought, 
and thought! perhaps, in fact, he never, in my ab 
fence, beftowed a fingle thought on me, or my con- 
cerns. In the interval of delay, to fay nothing of the 
anxiety and uneafinefs of expeétation, I fuffered in- 
conveniences, to which I would not have been expofed, 
if he had granted the favour at once; and from which, 
the favour, when at length it was conferred, did not 
fully extricate me. Had he refufed me at firft, I 
would have immediately turned my eye upon fome 
other perfon, who, like Allegro, would perhaps have 
obliged me without hefitation or delay.—As he had 
not refufed me, I had ftill hopes of gaining my with. 
—Fear conftantly attends hope ; and anxiety ever walks 
hand in hand with fear. My mind alternately agi- 
tated with hope, fear, and anxiety, I determined to 
wait his anfwer.—No anfwer given ;—what’s to be 
done ?—-Reveal my neceffities to another !—Mortify- 
ing ? Renew my applications to Penferofo ?—equally 
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On the whole, however, as Penferofo was already 

made acquainted with my fituation, I thought better 
even to fubmit to the mortification of applying to him 
a fecond time, than to reveal my diftreffes to a third 
perfon.— With reluctance, I prevailed on myfelf to 
renew my folicitation ;—my requeft, indeed, was com- 
plied with.—Obferve, however, that the favour 
granted me was exactly of fuch a nature and confe- 
quence, that the pleafure refulting from it was but 
barely fufficient to counterbalance the pain and anxiety 
I felt from the delay, and the mortification attending 
the renewal of my requeft.—-What room here for gra- 
titude ? 
- Had Penferofo, indeed, when at length he did 
grant my requeft, apologized for the delay,—had the 
accents of friendfhip bur{t forth from his tips,—iad 
benevolence beamed from his eyes, they would have 
reached my heart, and there produced their natural 
effect, gratitude :—and if they there lie dormant, and 
decay,—’tis but for the want of the fun-fhine of be- 
nevolence, to warm and animate the foil, to call them 
forth into birth,—and make them bloffom to maturity. 
—Nothing of this kind attended the interview with 
Penferofo :—quite the contrary. I retired, therefore, 
with the refolution of difcharging the debt as foon as 
it was in my power. When that duty was performed, 
I looked. upon myfelf as exonerated from all further 
claims, on his part, and obligation on mine. 

The fervice, indeed, which Severus rendered me, 
was of fuch magnitude, that the delight, and fatisfac- 
tion, arifing from it, would have been more than fuf- 
ficient to counterbalance the uneafinefs and chagrin 
which I had unavoidably experienced, during the in- 
terval of fufpence, and the pain attending a fecond, 
and even a third application.—But, unfortunately, Se- 
verus would not fuffer me to incur a debt of gratitude. 
In the very act of conferring the favour, he threw fo 
much additional mortification into the one feale, 
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which was already but too heavily charged, as to make 
it quite outweigh all the pleafure and fatisfaction 
that were in the other.—Having, therefore, fairly caft 
up the account, in my own mind, I found there re- 
mained, in his favour, a balance of pain and difgutt. 
This pain and difguit he had, if not wantonly, at leaft 
unneceflarily fubjected me to: I therefore credited the 
balance to his account. 

Thus it happened, that Severus, in rendering me a 
confiderable fervice, has deminifhed my e‘teem and 
friendthip for him; whereas Allegro, by a trifling 
obligation, has taken immoveable pofleilion of my 
heart: and Penferofo, although he conferred a favour, 
did not make greater advances in my friendfhip than 
Prefto, in refuling one. 

On the whole, from the obfervations which I have 
made, through life, I am thoroughly convinced that 
real ingratitude is not fo common among mankind as 
fuperficial obfervers are apt to imagine. And I think, 
that any man that is at all acquainted with the fecret 
{prings of human actions, and has carefully noticed the 
condu&t of thofe around him, muft acknowledge, that, 
for one man that is ungrateful from want of principle 
twenty will be found, who, though otherwife of grate- 
ful difpofitions, feel their gratitude frozen by the 
cold, unfriendly manner, in which favours are confer- 
red, or fuffered to perifh through the delays, relue- 
tance, and hefitation of thofe who confer them. 

Almoft every man knows, from experience, that 
the delay of an anfwer to a requeft, or of the perform- 
ance of a promife, keeps the expeCtant in fufpence. 
—Sufpence is’ attended with anxiety and pain; and 
the tranfition—from the feeling of pain, to the feel- 
ing of refentment towards him who caufes it, is fo 
imperceptible, that when, by unneceflary delays, and 
procraftinations, the pain and anxiety is continued, 
we need not be furprifed, if a degree of ——I'll not 
fay, * refentment on at leafl, coolnefs, propor- 
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tioned to the degree of pain, fhould fometimes hap- 
pen to {pring up in the bofom along with it. 

The heart of man isa fertile, luxuriant foil. Let any 
paffion once take root there ;—it foon flourifhes, and 
"ga ftrength. And unhappily, the evil paflions, 

noxious weeds of every kind, are but too apt to 
flourith without the labour of cultivation. ‘This cool- 
nefs, therefore,—or if you pleafe, refentment,—the 
longer it is nourifhed by hefitation and delay, ftrikes 
the deeper root, and branches out the farther.—And 
when at length the expected favour is conferred, what 
effeéts does it produce? —If conferred in a delicate 
and friendly manner, it may, perhaps, calm the un- 
eafy emotions which took their rife during the intervals 
of delay ; but as to gratitude, it cannot be expected 
to produce any, except it be a favour of very great 
importance indeed.—But if, on the contrary, the long 
expected favour, however great its value and confe- 
quence, be conferred in harfh, indelicate, degrad- 
ing manner, though the neceflities of the receiver may 
oblige him to accept it, yet, in the acceptance, he 
mutt feel an additional fting, which, added to his for- 
mer difagreeable fenfations, cannot but ftiffle and 
{mother all ideas of gratitude, that might for the 
moment attempt to force themfelves into his breaft, 
and can leave nought behind but difguft and refent- 
ment. In a word,—he will be no more obliged to the 
man, who renders him fuch a fervice, and in fuch a 
manner, than a hungary beggar would be, to a man, 
who on being afked for food, fhould, in a paflion, 
fling a hard cruft in his face, and knock out his teeth 
with it—And here Peter ended. 

I was going to reply ;—but he would not ftay. His 
friend Allegro had met with an accident, which pre- 
vented him from fuperintending his harveft.—Peter 
had juft heard this ; and was, when I met him, haft- 
ening unafked, and on foot, to Allegro’s: plantation, 
at the diftance of ten miles, to affift his friend, in re- 
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turn for the favour which he had received from him 
forty years before. 
November 26,- A.M. 


1791. 


Account of Swedifo Horfes. 
Lo the Editor of the Bee. 


Sir, Gottenburg, 10th Ofober, 1791. 


I SHALL endeavour to anfwer your queries refpeting 
the breed of Swedifh horfes, though being no con- 
noiffeur in that article, it is not to be expected I can 
explain every particular in a perfectly fatisfatory man- 
ner. 

The defcription you give of the Scots Galloway, ap- 

lies very nearly to the common run of Swedifh horfes. 
They are a {trong built, clean, neat, hardy little ani- 
mals, better adapted in general to the road than for 
draught; being rather under the fize that would be 
neubliion for drawing heavy carriages, On a journey 
they are indefatiguable, living on any fare that can be 
found, and f{carcely ever tiring upon the road. ‘Their 
hoofs are: firm, fo that on the rougheft road they fel- 
dom ftumble; nor is there fuch a thing known in this 
country as fwelled legs, and greefy heels, among the 
horfes. They are not fo flim in the body as your Englith 
hunters, and confequently they are much ftouter in 
their. make than blood horfes. The fize is from 
thirteen to fifteen hands in height. Upon the whole, 
I think this is one of the moft ferviceable breeds of 
horfes I have ever known. Six of them, in a light car- 
riage, on good roads, would perform wonders. 

As to colour, the greateft part of them are gray, or 
dark chefnut, fometimes called black, or a light dun. 
The gray, when at pafture, or clean kept, are perhaps 
the moft beautiful ; and that colour is much in fathion 
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here ; but they are apt to leok ugly when dirty. The 
chefnut is not liable to this defect, and thefe, as well 
as the gray, have certain marks upon them, which we 
call dapple, that have a beautiful effe&t when the horfes 
are in good plight. The dun is a delicate colour, and 
is always accompanied with a black tail and mane, and 
a black lift along the back. ‘There are other colours ; 
but thefe are the moft common, and the moft efteemed. 
It is fancy alone that regulates the choice of colour ; 
for no effential difference in other refpeéts is obferved 
to take place between horfes of different colours. 

Befides this breed of fmall horfes, there is another 
of a larger fize, and thinner make, which are bred 
chiefly in the province of Scania, that are employed 
almoft exclufively for drawing of fledges. ‘The qua- 
lity for which the Scania horfes are chiefly valued 
is the remarkable {peed at which they go upon a trot. 
We have annually here, in the beginning of winter, 
a great fhow of this breed of horfes at the races. Our 
races are not like yours for galloping horfes, but for 
trotting in a fledge. The fledge is a light carriage 
mounted on fkates; thofe for the race carrying one 
man only, who drives the horfe. Sometimes forty 
or fifty of thefe fledges ftart upon the ice- before this 
town at once, which forms avery grand exhibition, 
and it is furprifing to fee how fait they go. I have 
been affured that inftances have been known ofa horfe, 
in this way, trotting at the rate of eighteen Englith 
miles inan hour. If the horfe ever gets into a gallop, 
the prize is forfeited. The beft of thefe trotting 
horfes fell at a very high price. A hundred guineas, I 
believe, has been given for one of them. ‘his breed 
of horfes is alfo a very valuable one, though I do not 
think they are either fo beautiful or fo ferviceable, 
for ordinary purpofes, as the former. 

If thofe particulars can afford you any fatisfaction 
at will afford a fenfible pleafure to, 

Sir, your humble fervant, 
A. 
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HINTS TO THE LEARNED. 


Hint 4 yaar 2 


Ix the prefent ftaté of Europé,“it $ to be of the 
higheft confequence to literature to have fome repofi- 
tory for recording the exiftence and fituation of va- 
luable or curious MSS. that are, and mutt be in a flu@tu- 
ating and precarious fituation till they cometo the prefs. 

The plan and ftructure of this mifcellany feems par- 
ticularlyfuited to fuch record, which, if printed in a /mall 
brevier type, would take up but a {mall corner of it, yet if 
mesg continued would, in the courfe of a few, 
years, furnifh a catalogue raifonnée of rare MSS. or 
books to which the learned or inquifitive, in all future 
times, might have accefs, without the trouble of groping 
among thoufands of printed catalogues or rummaging 
the inventories of religious houfes, libraries, mufeums, 
or academies; an advantage alfo would refult from 
fuch an inftitution in the Bee, that could not be ob- 
tained by any other means, that ifolated MSS. in pri- 
vate cabinets, would, or might thereby be brought to 
light, and be continually fecured from the rifque of 
perifhing from neglect. 

The diffolved monafteries in Italy or France, or any 
community or individual defirous or willing to adver- 
tife the learned or curious in Europe of their property 
in this refpe&t, would thereby have an agreeable and 
ufeful mode of doing this, and at the fame time of 
enriching the republic of fcience and letters, by the 
knowledge of the exiftence and particulars of fuch ma- 
gazines of ufeful intelligence. 

By way of fpecimen of this inftitution, I fhall fairly 
open ground upon this admirable plan, by giving a ca- 
talogue of a few. 

Spanifb MSS. 

Hernando Gallego Relacion de la Viage—al Def- 

cybr. de las Iflas de Salomon. 
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Pedro Fernando de Quiros, Fol. Relacion de fu Vida. 

D. Andres de Medina Dairla, MSS. 1647. Me- 
morial al Rey las Pidiendo la Conquifta, de Iflas de 
Salomon. 

Torn—Hernandes. Declaracion muy punctual que 
hizo al Rey, D. Francifco de Borga de Efquilace, de 
las poblaciones del Eftrecho de Magellanes hechos por 
Pedro Sarmiento, y fu navigacion a Chili, refiero los ca- 
bos, coftes, furgidores, ¢ Iflas del eftrecho i fu navi- 
gacion. 

Pedro Hernandes Declaracion fobre el eftrecho de 
Magellanes. 

Relacion del Reconocimento del Eftrecho de Magel- 
lanes hecha de orden de Pedro Valdivia. 

Sebaftian Vifcaino Relacion del Viage i defcubre- 
miento de las Iflas Llamadas ricas de Oro y Plata. 

+ D. Francefco de Sanamigo Tuefta Fifcal de las Phi- 
lipinas—Relacion de fu Viage. 

Copies if thefe MSS. are faid to be either in the 
paper office at Madrid, or in the library of the Count 
de Campomanes. 

Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa defcub. y Viage de Li- 
ma en Efpana Nueva. 

En la cafa de Contratacion a Sevilla. 

ALBANICUS. 


Curious Anecdote of the Antiquity of Cyder. 

Cyder is mentioned an ancient liquor both by Ter- 
tulian and St. Auftin; the former calls it /accum ex 
pompis vinofifimum. The other writing againft the 
Manichees, who abftained wholly from wines which 
they objected to, the Catholick charges them with 
drinking the juice of apples, far more delicious than 
wine, or any other liquor. From thefe paffages of | 
Tertulian, and Auftin, who were both Africans, Car- 
dinal Perron (who was born in Jerfey, of proteftant 
parents) thinks this liquor was firft known in Africa, 
from thence paffed into Spain among the Bifcayneers, 
and from thence into Normandy. 





. Yom and Sufan. 


Taz low’ring clouds o’erhung the deep, 
In fable miits array’d, 

Whilf Fancy mock’d the balmy fleep 
Of Sufan.—Lovely maid ! 

From dreary dreams the ’woke to woe, 
And fought the thelly thore ; 

The winds on ev’ry beauty blow, 
And rains inceflant pour. 


“O Tom! my ever faithful tar, 
Tho’ forrow nips thy bloom ; 
Tho’ thunder echoes from afar 
Thy yet uncertain doom, 
Methinks I view thee furl each fail, 
Unaw’d by rude alarms ; 
Bravely defy the wint’ry gale, 
*Midft thought of Suian’s charms.” 


She fpoke.—The livid light’ning’s flath 
Betray’d a fhip in view, 

Which thatter’d by the thunder’s crath, 
Had wreck’d her haplefs crew : 

Her maits all gone,—the deftin’d bark 
No longer could fuftain 

The terrors of the gloomy dark, 
The raging of the main, 


A gun! the herald of defpair, 
Proclaim’d departing life : 

The veffel funk ’midit mingled pray’s 
Of father, friend, and wife. 

Sufan, with chilling doubts oppreft, 
And loft in wild amaze, 

Beheld the fcene with throbbing breaft, 
With fix’d prophetic gaze. 

fol. VI. Ff 
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The rifing fun, thro’ fleeting clouds, 
Frown’d on the fwelling wave ; 

Death wanton’d on the flipp’ry throuds, 
Huth’d in a wat’ry grave! 

And thou, fweet maid, whofe tranfient bloom, 
Eclips’d the envious day, 

The tyrant triumphs in thy doom, 
And fmiles on thy decay. 


The portrait of Jer own fair form, 
Prefs’d Tom’s fond heart no more ; 
She view’d it, batter’d by the ftorm, 
Dath’d floating to the thore : 
True to the call of hopelefs love, 
She clafp’d it, gaz’d, and figh’d ; 
Then like the primrofe in the grove, 
She droop’d, the féll,—the died ! 


44 Song. 


Beneatu a weeping willow thade, 
Fit thade for haplefs love, 

All wan and woe-begone was laid, 
Poor Edwin of the grove. 

Carelefs his waving ringlets hung, 
No garter grac’d his knee, 

Faft drop’d the tears, all while he fung, 
““ My Flora loves not me. 


And yet fo fweetly the denies, 
That had I firft been feen, 
What Colin is, in Flora’s eyes, 
Loft Edwin might have been. 
Away, fond hope! tho’ the conceals, 
All that the feels I fee : 
Th’ unfpeaking eye too fure reveals, 
That Flora loves not me.” 
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“T ne’er,” the fays, “ will break my vow, 
I ne’er can change my love :” 
“ Faft drop my tears, my eyes o’erflow, 
I figh, but muft approve : 
Approve I muit, yet ftill repine, 
And mourn the ftern decree; 
For I can die, but ne’er refign, 
The maid that loves not me.” 


“ Accept,” the fays, “ the honeft glow 
Of friendfhip, I can give ; 
Sincereft friendthip I beftow ; 
Accept that gift and live.” 
“ Cold gift !—TI feel it chills my heart, 
And I thall foon be free ; 
I die, and from my Flora part, 
Since Flora loves not me.” 
Amrntor. 


Ar in a favourite drama, called Nicopeme dans fa 
lune, ou la revolution politique, folie en profe, et en trots 
aétes, mélie d’ Ariettes et de Vaudevilles, par uz Cousin 
Jaques. 

This comedy had an uninterrupted run of fix months on the 
Paris theatre, 


[ Addreffed to the King.] 


“ Un prince eft une rofe 
wu’ amufe le z¢phyr. 

A peine eft-elle eclofe, 

* Qu’ on cherche a la flétrir 5 

Une epine cruelle, 
Offrant des traits 

De cette fleur fi belle 
Defend 1’ acces. 


Cette rofe eft 1’ embléme 
De votre majefti, 
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Chez vous le diadéme 

Couronne la bonté ; 

Mais ce qui nous chagrine, 
Helas! Seigneur, 

Vos flatteurs font 1’ epine, 
Et vous la fleur.” 


[4 tranflation is requefted.] 
Sooo eeeel_l_l_l_o3O ll ——_———_—_—_—_—_—_ 
An Account of the Country of the Seres. 


The following elegant jeu d’efprit on the prevailing difpofition 
in the Britifb nation to grafp at every kind of trade, and to 
aim at conquefis in every part of the world, from the moft 
trifling motives, while they negle& to improve their own na- 
tural internal advantages, appeared in the Bombay Gaxzxette 
Sor September 14. 1790, when the tranfachons refpecting 
Nootka Sound were the popular topic of converfation. 


Srr, 

Tue cotton trade to China, has become an object of great 
confequence to the Company, as well as to our fettlement ; 
fhould the crops of that article, on this fide of India, fail 
for want of rain, or fhould the country powers, ever ig- 
norant of the true principles of commerce, prohibit its ex- 
portation, the effect to us would indeed be moft ferious. 
Agitated by thefe refleétions, and ever anxious for the 
public good, I cannot help withing, that an attempt may 
be made to difcover the long loft country of the Seres. 
Pliny fays, that they have plenty of cotton, which they 
know extremely well how to clean: Nor would they be 
ditlicult to conquer ; for he affures us, that they are gentle, 
and fly like wild beafts on the appearance of ftrangers. 
Their country, Sericia, in my opinion, (for it is a matter 
of much difpute among all thofe well qualified to decide 
on the fubject,) lies a great way to the north and eaft of 
the Bay of Bengal, and on the very borders of Scythia. 
Towards the extremity of that region, is the capital, Sira, 
a never failing fource of cotton. Horace has laid down 
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the pofition of the country of the Seres with all the accu- 
racy of a modern furveyor ; and with much propriety de- 
fpifes thofe people who have the ignorance to place it ia 
Africa. His words are, 


Subjeétos orientis orce 
Siras et Indos. hb. 1. ode 12. 


I remember that Virgil has given his teftimony to the 
exiftence of this mild and induitrious people, in his fecond 
Georgic, 

Quid nemora /Ethiopum molli canentia lana? 
Velleraque ut foliis depeftant tenuia Seres ? 
Aut quos Oceano proprior gerit India lucos, 
Extremi finus orbis? 


I muft not forget another very refpetable authority for 
my Seres. ‘This is no lefs a man than George Buchan- 
nan, the Scottifh poet and hiftorian. I lately read a poem 
of his, de fphera, where he mentions this wealthy people. 
Avarice, he fuppofes, is difplaying all the riches of diftant 
regions, to inflame the imagination of a poor man, who at 
length is induced to leave his country, his family, and 
every thing that is dear to him: 

linqunt patriamque, foramque, laremque, 
Grandcevofque patres, flentefque in limine natos. 
Among the allureiments for feeking a foreign land he does 
not forget the rich nation of the Seres: 
—et dites alio fub fidere monftrat 
Sylvarum excuaris Seres, nunc decolor Indus 
Zinziber et piper accumulat. 


As I do not know that this poem of Buchannan has ever 
been tranflated into our language, I fhall, for the benefit 
of your unlearned readers, put the paflage into Englith = 
Alas! I fear it will remind many of us of a fcene where 
we have once aéted our part: 

In fearch of wealth, the wretch refolves to roam, 

Leave his dear country, and his happy home ; 

In vain his aged fire implores his ftay, 


With artlefs tears in vain his children pray ; 
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Fir’d with the luft of gold, he only fees 
The fleeces whit’ning on the Seres trees ; 
Or he beholds, as reftlefs fancy roves, 
The fragrant fpices of the Indian groves. 


But I forget my Seres, whofe exiftence, I doubt not, 
I could prove by a ftill greater number of authorities, 
Such as ftrike me at the moment, I mention; and I con. 
clude as I began, with my anxious prayers, that the Com- 
pany, on confidering the bleffings of a cotton trade to 
China, may foon fend a party of bold, intelligent men to 
difcover and fubdue that harmlefs nation. 

I have been told by fome dull people, on mentioning 
my fcheme to them, that as the Seres are fituated on the 
borders of Siberia, they could be of no ufe, either to the 
Honourable Company, or to this commercial ifland ; and 
they fay, that all the waggons in the world would hardly 
bring an annual cargo of cotton to this place, for the Su- 
rat Caftle. What a ridiculous objection ! 

Quip Urie. 


The Pifure of a Rout. 


All my readers have heard of a rout, though many of them 
can only form a very faint idea of what fort of a thing 
a rout ts. For ibeir fatisfaftion, the following defcription 
of a rout ts tranferibed from one of the fashionable Lon- 
don prints. Ii affords one infance, out of a thoufand that 
might be produced, of the bard shifts to which people of 
— are ofien reduced, for the noble purpofe of killing 
of time. 


A rout is an affemblage of people of fafhion at the 
= of one of them. ‘The manner of making a rout, ig 
this. 

Lady A, or lady B, or lady C, or any other capital 
in the alphabet of fafhion, chufes a diftant night, which 
may not interfere with any other rout, but which, if pof- 
fible, may clafh with fome public amufement, and make a 
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noife in the world. She iffues cards, intimating, that on 
the night fpecified, “ fhe fees company.” ‘Thefe cards are 
fent to feveral hundred people; not becaufe they are re- 
lations, or friends, or acquaintance ; but becaufe the has 
feen them, or becaufe their prefence will give an ec/at to 
the thing. 

Before eleven o’clock at night, which is igh tide, the 
houfe is crouded with a company of both fexes, and of all 
ranks. Card tables are placed in every room in the houfe; 
and as many in each room, as will barely leave interflices 
for the players to fit or move about. Cotlce, tea and lemo- 
nade are handed about. 

Confufion is the very effence of a rout; and every lady 
who gives a rout, takes meafurement of the fafhion, 
and not of her houfe. Many more perfons are invited 
than the place can hold; and fhe enjoys the inconveni- 
ence, the fatigue, the heat, and other circumiftances pecu- 
liar to a rowt, with as much heartfelt pleafure, as a player 
who hears the fcreams and noife of an immenfe crowd 
flocking to his benefit. The blunders of fervants, the 
milling articles of drefs, or the tearing them; the repeated 
exclamations of Good G—d! How hot it is! Blefs me! 
Lady Betty, 1 am ready to faint! Dear me! O la! &c.; 
thefe afford exquifite fatisfaétion to the lady of the houfe ; 
whole happinels may be deemed perfed, if fhe hears that 
the ftreet has been in an uproar, or that fome of the nobi- 
lity’s fervants have been fighting, fome of the carriages 
broke, or fome of the company robbed by pickpockets at 
the door. 

Pharo-tables are indifpenfible at rowts; and thefe, as 
well as the cards, and other implements of gaming, are 
provided by a fet of gentlemen, in the other end of the 
town, who make a comfortable livelihood, by lending out 
their furniture per night. 

At a rout it is not neceflary to take much notice of the 
lady of the houfe, either at entrance or exit; but you 
muft provide a feat at fome table, wn if you can; but at 
all events /ofe fomething. Very confiderable loffes enoble 
a rout much ; and if you can have the credit of a young 
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heir being done over at your rout, it eftablithes the credit 
of your houfe for ever! 

Such is a rout; and of fuch routs, it is not uncommon 
hear, that there are no lefs than Ax in one night; a cir- 
cumitance extremely encouraging to thofe, who, upon the 
faith of people of fafhion, embark their property in the 
eftablifhment of operas or theatres. 


————————————OOOOOOOOOOeelereRererereeR=~=S=SS 
Liberal Warfare, by Dr Franklin. 


By the original law of nations, war and extirpation 
were the punifhment of injury. Humanizing ;by degrees, 
it admitted flavery inftead of death. A farther ftep was 
the exchange of prifoners inftead of flavery ; another, to 
refpe&t more the property of private perfons, under con- 
queft, and be content with acquired dominion. Why 
fhould not this law of nations go on improving? Ages 
have intervened between its feveral fteps ;—but as know- 
ledge of late increafes rapidly, Why fhould not thefe fteps 
be quickened ? Why fhould it not be agreed to, as the fu- 
ture law of nations, that in any war hereafter, the follow- 
ing defcriptions of men fhould be undifturbed, have the 
protection of both fides, and be permitted to follow their 
employments in fecurity, vx. 

1ft. Cultivators of the earth, becaufe they labour for the 
fabfiftence of mankind. 

2d. Fifhermen, for the fame reafon. 

3d. Merchants and traders in unarmed fhips, who ac- 
commodate different nations, by communicating and ex- 
changing the neceffaries and conveniencies of life. 

4th. Artifts and mechanics, inhabiting and peaceably 
working in open towns. 

It is hardly necefflary to add, that the hofpitals of ene- 
mies fhould be unmoleited :—They ought to be affifted. 
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"Parliamentary Proceedings. 


Debate on the Slave Trade, continued from p, 200. 
February 18th, 

Sir William Young obje&ed to our relinqvifhing the 
flave trade, on the footing that others would adopt it. 
He denied that the negroes were fubjeGed to hardthips ; 

and faid, the alleged cruelties of the planters were un- 
ened He faid, the captives were, in general, perfons 
condemned for witchcraft, who would be made to fuffer 
death, if not refcued by the Guinea traders, of courfe, the 
trade might be called, rather an exertion of humanity; 
than of cruelty. 

Lord Carysfort faid, that if he had entertained any 
doubts with refpe& to the queftion, they would have been 
completely removed, by the manner in which it had been 
introduced, and the manner in which it had been oppofed. 
The meafure which was now propofed, was fupported by 
policy, as the firft intereft of every nation, was an adhe- 
rence to juftice. He recommended to the Houfe, a con- 
fideration of the defetive legiflation, refpeCing ilaves in 


the Weit India iilands, alleging, that the: confolidated aé, 

of the Affembly of Jamaica, held out no relief to the ne- 
roes. 

Colonel Phipps renrefented the governments in Africa, 

as in no refpects refembling thofe in Europe. They were 

founded upon abfolute defpotifm: The great men were 


fiaves to the governor, and thofe of lower rank. flaves to 
jjeCted to flave- 


the former. Prifoners of war were all fubj 
ry; and he faw no harm in their being purchafed by our 
merchants, as well as by others. He contended, there 
were laws in being for the protection of ilaves, though he 
owned thefe ftood in need of amendment. - He doubted 
if the number of negroes cor ild be kept up in thefe itlands 
without importations from Africa. 

He contended, thet the treatment of the negroes ia the 
Weft Indies was, in general, mild and |: mane. That the 
atts of cruelty which had been flated, were*particular ex- 
ceptions, like what had taken place in Frgltaud itfelf, by 


Vol. VI. G g 
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a Mr Brownrigg, and fome others. In proof that] the ne- 

sin the Weft Indies are chearful and happy, he al- 
feged they were fond of ornaments, which could not be 
the cafe were they not happy. He approved of enacting 
laws for their farther protetion, and recommended the 
appointing of clergymen as infpectors to overlook the 
conduct of the owners of flaves. 

Mr Put faid, he would not argue this point merely as a 
queftion of feeling ; but he chofe rather to confider it asa 
queftion of expediency or inexpediency. On this ground 
he fhould examine it; obferving, as a neceffary precau-* 
tion againft mifunderftanding his fentiments, that no ex- 
pediency would hinder him from affenting to it, unlefs it 
could be fhewn, that the legiflature of a country had not 
a right to bind its fubjeéts, and to prevent them from a 
violation of the general and fundamental principles of ju- 
ftice and morality. 

It had been faid, that no adequate means of cultivation 
could be found for the Weft India iflands, if the flave 
trade were abandoned. In confidering this queftion, he 
fhould firft refer to Jamaica, both as the moft important 
of the Weft India iflands, and as that in which they had be- 
fore them the moft accurate accounts of the importation 
and propagation. From thefe documents, and the oral te- 
ftimony of gentlemen who had fpoken in fupport of the 
contrary opinion, he trufted he fhould prove, to the fatis- 
faction of the committee, that there was the profpedct of 
fecuring the cultivation of the lands, without any mate- 
rial diminution of the number of flaves, in the firft in- 
ftance, and of laying the foundation of a future increafe, 
on fuch folid and permanent principles, as could not be 
fhaken in the natural courfe of things, and weuld render 
the ftate of the ifland, infinitely fuperior to a dependence 
on importation. 

Mr Pitt entered into an examination of the fatement 
that had been made of the proportional decreafe of the 
flaves, comparing ene account with anothers, and pointing 
out in what each was corre¢t or incorrect ; from which he 
deduced, that allowing the number of flaves, not. rated. im 
the tax tables, 10 bear the fame proportion to the number 
rated in 1768 and 1788, the decreafe in number, upom an 
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average of the whole period, had been lefs than one pér 
cent.; and towards the end of this period, it had been re- 
duced almoft to nothing; ahd if the feafoned negroes alone, 
were taken into thé account, the births confiderably ex- 
ceeded the deaths. He took notice of the advantageous 
change that had taken place in the iflands during the 
American conteft, by inducing them to rear more provi- 
fions there and the benefits this occafioned. He remark~- 
ed, in a particular manner, the vaft decreafe that took 
place among newly imported negroes, nearly one-third of 
whom died in the firft feafoning, and among thofe who fur- 
vived, {carce any births took place during the two firft years. 
If the flave trade were ftopped, he, therefore, obferved, 
that this extraordinary mortality would be ftopped; and 
the apparent decreafe, that at prefent takes place among 
the flaves, would be converted to a real increafe. If to 
this was added, the effeét to be expected from regulations, 
and a better mode of treatment, proceeding from a near and 
urgent fenfe of intereft, a gradual increafe would take place. 

It had been remarked by an Honourable member, 
well acquainted with the ftate of the iflands, that one cre- 
ole flave, born on the ifland, was worth two negroes im- 
ported from Africa. With what pleafure then fthould 
they not look forward to a fyftem, which, in a fhort time, 
will make all the flaves, creoles, and, of courfe, render 
them of double value? When the renewal of flaves can 
only be obtained by their natural propagation, there will be 
a neceffity of treating them with lenity and care, which will 
finally lead to their emancipation, when they will rife by de- 
grees to the fentiments and privileges of ios men. This 
will be another fource of public profperity to this country. 
The energy of freedom will enable them to give to the Weft 
India iflands, a degree of cultivation which flaves never 
could beftow. In proving this, he had proved more than 
he was called upon to prove ; it was fufficient for his argu- 
ment, that no great harm could refult from the abolition : 
It now, he hoped, would appear, that many benefits would 
accrue to thefe iflands from the abolition. 

Mr Pitt then remarked, that the hafty and inconfiderate 
abolition of flavery, which had been attributed to thofe who 
had brought forward the abolition of the flave trade, had ne- 

' Gg2 
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~ver-entered into the imagination of any rational man. In the 
-condition into which we have brought them, a rafh emanci- 
_pation, before the objects of it wer » inftructed to ufe this pre- 
cious gilt, with difcretion, would be to commit a breach of 
duty, not to confer a benefit; but it was impoilible not to fay, 
that as the means of iaftruction were given them, they ought 
to be gradually releafed from the feverity of fervitude, to 
which they are now fubjected. If we uled all our endea- 
vours to improve their morals, and enlighten their under- 
tandings, they would, by their induftry, amply repay our 
protection. —_Inilruction, much more than regulation, 
would improve their value. That their value would in- 
create with their degree of freedom, was no wild {pecula- 
tion of his. It was founded on the general psinciples of 
human nature, and fan¢tioned by the invariable teitimony 
of humaa experience. If we gave them proper encou- 
ragements, they would difplay proper exertions: If we gave 
them the fpirit of human aétion, they would thew human e- 
nergy. On thefe grounds, he was convinced, that the de- 
creale of flaves, by the immediate ftop to the importation, 
would be inconiiderable ; that it would be temporary ; that 
it would gradually diminith ; indeed, that it would be fol- 
lowed by a great and permanent advantage, with all the 
other benefits that he had ftated. 

Mr Pitt next confidered the confequences of the trade to 
Africa; and endeavoured to prove, by many forcible argu- 
ments, that the barbarities of which the princes there, were 
by all parties allowed to be guilty were to be folely a- 
{cijved to the trade in flaves. Remove the temptation to 
make flayes, and the ardour for that inhuman hunting will 
abate: Do not purchafe this commodity, and it will be no 
longer prepared for the market. ‘The indifcriminate 
carnage which would be made of prifoners, as many had 
contended would be the cale, were the flave trade aboliihed, 
he thewed, was only an imaginary bugbear held up to view 
for the prefent, to ferve a purpofe ; no fuch practice was 
ever known univerfally to prevail, If they would fell 
them for profit, they would employ them in labour for 
profit alfo. After many pertinent obfervations, he con- 
cluded this branch of the fubje& with obferving, that 
their prince might be fuppofed to confuit, fometimes, the 
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intereft of the community, were it not for our perverted 
fyitem, which fet his intereit at irreconcileable variance 
with that of his people. 

Mr Pitt remarked, that the crime of witchcraft, which 
ferved as a pretext for condemning fo many of the natives 
of Africa to flavery, was one of that nature, to which we 
could not annex any accurate idea, and feemed to be only 
a pretext adopted for bringing the poor people into the 
{nare that we had prepared for them. We were, he taid, 
the caufe of this, and almoit all the other evils that defo- 
lated this fine country. 

He then adverted to the benefits that might be derived 
from the African trade, could we be induced to avandon 
that of ilaves, and cultivate thoie that depended on their 
induitry and arts. Africa, poilefled treafures, he iaid, 
which, in the way of commerce, ought to be extiemely 
ufeful to Europe, which had hitherto been negiecied. 

Vhy fhould we neglect the products of Africa, while we 
ranfacked all the other kingdoms of the globe for articles 
of luxury and conveniency? He then painted, in giow- 
ing colours, the evils tnat were brought upon all thete re- 
gions by our execrable {lave trade : He toliowed the natives 
to the Weit Indies, and painted, in an atiefting manner, 
the evils they there endured ; and after many other perti- 
nent obfervations, he concluded a very pathetic {peech in 
words to the following elfect: “ It the greateit poflible 
degree of political expediency, were put in the balance 
with horrors fuch as thofe ; the greateit poflible degree of 
expediency, wonid kick the beam in the eye ot juttice 
and humanity : But when we find, as 1 think it has been 
clearly demonitrated, that this execrable traffic is as op- 
polite to expediency, as it is to the dictates of mercy, of 
religion, of equity, and of every good principle that 
fhould a€tuate the breait, how can we hefitate a moment 
to abolith this execrable commerce of human fleth, which 
has too long difgraced our country, and which our ex- 
ample will, no doubt, contribute to abolifh in every cor- 
ner of the globe ? 

Pe Archibald Edmonfion {poke a few words too low to 
heard. 
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Mr Alderman Waifon contended, the abolition of the 
flave trade would ruin the Weft Indies, and deftroy our 
Newfoundland fifhery, as there, alone, we could find a 
market for bad cured fith. 

Mr Fox, in a {peech of great force and energy, took an 
extenfive review of all the arguments that had been ad- 
duced againft the abolition, endeavouring, with great in- 
genuity, to fhow, that they were either founded on ill 
grounded fas, or that the reafoning was fallacious. He 
denied that the trade had ever received the fanction of 
Parliament ; it had only been winked at ; and he adjured 
the committee, in the moft folemn manner, not now to 
fanétion, by their vote, fuch a deteftable trade. He made 
a diftinGtion between political and perfonal freedom ; the 
lait of which, he held to be the greateft blefling that man 
could enjoy, and what no one perfon was authoriled to 
take from another. He maintained, that the numbers 
might be kept up, and even augmented, in the Weft In- 
dies, by natural procreation, were the ilaves mildly treat- 
ed. In taking a review of the means by which flaves 
were obtained in Africa, he remarked, that thofe who 
approved of the trade, withed to fanétion the diabolical 
doétrine of the divine right of kings to do wrong, in the 
moit extentfive fenfe m the word. He reprobated the 
idea of cruelties being committed only by thofe who 
were infane, by an appeal to experience and hiftorical facts, 
“ ‘Who ever imputed the crimes of Caligula to madnefs, 
or found an apology for Nero in the derangement of in- 
telle& ? Did Domitian pratife his enormities through a 
defe&t of underftanding ? Or were the horrid aéts of Ca- 
raculla, the extravagant impurities of Heliogabulus, or 
the colleéted vices of Commodus, accounted fer by infa- 
nity? Why then thould we truft fo large a part of the 
human race to fo capricious a fecurity, as man’s nature, 
in a flate of defpotic authority?” He mentioned fome 
thocking initances of barbarity, that had been brought out 
in evidence before the committee ;. but ftepping in the 
recital, he faid, “ I fee your hearts are unable to bear 
thefe tortures, and yet you will fan&tion them by law. 
Humanity does not confift in a fqueamifh ear ; it belongs 
£0 the mind as well as the nerves, and leads a man to take 
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meafures for the prevention of cruelty, which the hypo- 
critical cant of humanity contents itfelf with deploring : 
In the indignation oi juftice, we condemn to death a low 
pilferer, a pickpocket, or a highwayman, while we fanc- 
tion the pillage, robberies, and murders of this horrid 
trade.” He then confidered the feveral arguments that 
had been adduced, one by one, pointing out their abfur- 
dities with infinite force of reafon; but, feemingly fen- 
fible of the manner the vote would go, he pledged him- 
felf, in whatever fituation he fhould be in that Houfe, at 
all future periods, to give the propofition all the poffible 
fupport he could. 

Here feveral members fpoke a few words declaratory 
of their fentiments, after whom rofe, 

Lord Sheffield ; he reprobated, in ftrong terms, the over- 
bearing language that had been ufzd by fome gentlemen, 
in refpect to others who might differ with them in opi- 
nion, on a matter of great difficulty. At any other time 
he faid, he could demonftrate, that the abolition, as pro- 
pofed, was impracticable. He denied the right of the 
Britith legiflature to pafs fuch a law. He warned the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the day on which fuch 
a bill thould pafs into a law, would be the worft he had 
ever feen. 

Mr Mi/nes anfwered, and infinuated that the noble Lord 
had changed his opinion fince he became member for Briftol. 

Lord Sheffield with fome warmth replied. 

Mr Mitnes read fome pailages of his Lordfhip’s pampk- 
let, which, he thought, ftrongly corroborated his opinion ; 
and thought Lord Shiffield, on his own grounds, ought to 
have taken the oppofite fide of the queftion. 

Mr Wilberforce made a hort reply to feveral arguments 
that had been urged againft his propofition ; and at half 
paft three o’clock, the Houfe began to divide. 

Noes 163,—Ayes 88 ; majority 75 againit the abolition. 

Thus was ended, for this time, one of the moft impor- 
tant debates that has taken place in the Britith fenate, on 
a general queflion of right and expediency. The parties 
on both fides, were too warm in the debate, to be able to 
advert coolly to all the arguments on either fide ; and there 
is every reafon to believe, that the queSion wollbe again in_ 
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troduced, ere long, into the Houfe of Commons. On the 
one fide, the rights of men, and the principles of humanity, 
feem to be fo highly injured by the ilave trade, as now car- 
ried on, that it is no wonder, if perfons who only fpeculate 
upon it, fhould hold it in deteftation. On the other hand, 
it has been fo long practifed, and, during all that time, has 
been deemed effentially neceffary to the well being of the 
Welt India iflands, that it is little to be wondered at, if 
thofe, who have a ftrong intereft in them, fhould be alarm- 
ed at the profpect of an abolition, and therefore oppoie it 
with all their might. Neither party have yet coniidered, 
with due attention, one propettion, which appears to be of 
great moment in this queftion, vez. Whether Jabour, in any 
cafe, can be performed by ilaves, as cheap as by freemen. 
The time is not, perhaps, yet come, when this queftion can 
meet with a fair difcuffton; yet it is, perhaps, only after 
this fhall be fairly decided, that parties will ever come to 
be of one mind. One party till then may be out-voted ; 
but they will not be convinced. 

I fhall clofe thefe obfervations with a remark, that mutt 
have occurred to every perfon, who has attended for any 
length of time to the debates in Parliament, and have com- 
pared thefe with the fucceeding hiftory of the country ; 
it is, that nothing can he more fallacious, than the fears th at 
ate often entertained of changes, that are propofed refpec- 
ting old eftablifhed cuitoms. In every: feffion it will ap- 
pear, that fome propofed regulations have been oppofed, with 
the greateft keennefs; and inevitable ruin’ has been pre- 
dicted, if the propofed regulations fhould be adopted ; yet 
it often happens, that, in fucceeding times, the parties 
themfelves have acknowledged, that they have been great 
gainers by the very meafurcs they oppofed. To adduce all 
the examples of this fort that might be found, would fill 
many volumes. It may not be improper, only on this head, 
to obferve, that it is but of yeiterday, that Sir William 
Dolben’s bill for regulating the flave trade, was introdu- 
ced. It was oppofed by the traders to Africa from 
Liverpool, as tending greatly to diminith their profits ; 
yet I have been a ffared, from a réfpectable authority, that 
thefe very perfons are already convinced, that they have 


been great gainers by it 
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